
Creating Better Environments
Ever since we began making floor coverings, starting with 
linoleum more than 150 years ago, we have been committed to 
creating better environments in all the spaces in which people, 
work, live, interact, relax, heal, learn and play.

Over 150 years later we are still committed to making truly 
sustainable floors that are good for people, good for buildings 
and good for the environment.

1996 
Our first Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 

for linoleum was created together with 
the Leiden University (The Netherlands). 

Today we have LCA’s for all of our 
product categories.

2009 
We published an annual 
Sustainability report created 
along Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI) guidelines.  
This is issued each year.

1988 
Our Marmoleum production site,  

in Kirkcaldy, was registered to  
ISO 14001 Environment 

Management System. Now all sites 
are now certified to this standard.

1978 
Der Blaue Engel was one of 

the first environmental certifications 
awarded for Marmoleum.

1847 
Michael Nairn  

starts manufacturing  
floorcloth in Kirkcaldy.

2000 
Flotex is awarded the  

Allergy UK Seal of Approval. 

2007 
Our first Sustainability Policy 

document was published.  
Today the policy document  

is reconfirmed at the start  
of each new business year.

2002 
Marmoleum is awarded the  

Allergy UK Seal of Approval.  

2009 
We became proud supporters 

of the Outward Bound charity.

2010
Launch of ‘Save a Sample’ 
scheme, collecting samples 
for reuse.

2010
Over 500 UK employees 

completed Sustainability 
training.

2010
Our UK production sites use  

100% renewable electricity.

2011
Launch of a new 5-year 

program to reduce our 
environmental footprint.

2012 
Created third party verified 

Environmental Product Declarations 
(EPD’s) for all our products.

2014 
Vinyl ranges produced 
phthalate free.

2013 
Launch of ‘Back to the Floor’ 
scheme, collecting and recycling 
installation off-cuts.

2014 
Certified to SA 8000 – the leading 
social accountability standard.

2015 
Results of our 5-year program 
reduces our environmental 
footprint by 23.1% and CO2 
emissions by 37.7%.

2016 
The weighted average of our 
Marmoleum product range 

is CO2 neutral cradle to 
gate without offsetting. With 

Marmoleum 2.5mm being 
carbon negative.

2018 
Our Tessera factory, at Bamber Bridge, 
is powered by 100% renewable 
energy sources including 
electricity and biogas.

2018 
Launch of innovative Modul’up, award 
winning adhesive-free vinyl. Modul’up 
can be easily recycled or reused.

2019 
Executive Vice President declares that 
we will transform business from a linear 
model to one that embraces circularity 
in new sustainability policy.

2019 
Forbo UK meets requirement of 
BES 6002:2018, Ethical Labour 
Sourcing, the first flooring 
company to do so.

2020 
“Creating Better Environments 2025” 

program launches – an inclusive 
program that will help us achieve 

our sustainability goals.

2020 
UK employees received  
training on circularity 
sustainability concept.

2021 
Joined the World Green Building 
Council’s (WorldGBC) Corporate 
Advisory Board – developing the 
strategy to accelerate the sustainable 
building movement.
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